Application of artificial dermis graft to correct a depression after tissue resection.
The authors present 7 cases of artificial dermis implantation to correct a depression after tissue resection. Four of the seven cases resulted from resection of a malignant tumor (N = 3) and from a benign subcutaneous tumor (N = 1). The other 3 cases were the result of temporal muscle harvest to reconstruct facial palsy. In 1 patient a mild degree of bone deformity also existed. The pieces of artificial dermis employed varied from 35 x 40 to 40 x 80 mm in size. In 5 patients two sheets were implanted, and in 2 patients three sheets were implanted. In 2 patients the dermis sheets were covered by a pedicled temporal fascial flap with a free split-thickness skin graft because whole skin was resected as a result of a malignant skin tumor. There was no postoperative infection or allergic reaction in any of the patients. In all cases there was no postoperative contracture, and the implanted area was soft. An adequate or acceptable thickness of subcutaneous tissue was obtained. Artificial dermis may be a useful option as implantation material to correct a depression after tissue resection, especially for wide and comparatively shallow depressions.